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D=;%)<"4=%%C'J".=<<$;)+ was baptized in a small, rural 
parish, raised in a large, suburban church, was a missionary to native 
Canadians in Ontario, served as a graduate assistant at the seminary, 
studied in Australia, vicared in Texas, and served as pastor in rural  
Iowa and inner city Fort Wayne, Indiana. After co-founding a nationally  
recognized neighborhood renewal project in what was the poorest 
census tract in Indiana, he became the Executive Director of World 
Relief and Human Care for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 
has administered nearly $100 million of charitable giving worldwide. 
He writes, translates, and speaks extensively. He delights in his wife, 
Kathy, and two boys, Matthew and Mark. He is an avid bluegrass banjo 
player and luthier, and finds joy in it all.

7$%C"%C';'"J)<>;"Matthew Harrison embarks on a quest to rediscover the 
joy of being a Christian—the secret of living a Good News life in a bad news world.  
In A Little Book on Joy, Harrison takes the reader on a journey . . .

!   from the father’s joy at the prodigal’s return, to the joy of Mary’s Magnificat.

!    from the joy of the Holy Spirit and repentance, to the manifold joys of life 
together in community, marriage, and family.

!    from the joy of forgiveness and perfect righteousness in Christ, to the joys 
of humor, worship, the sanctity of life, and the wonders of creation.

!   from the joy of the Gospel mission throughout the world, the joy of everyday 
life and of a generous and faithful Lutheranism, to the joys in store for us in  
the life of the world to come.

1%:>-"R:';%$)+;"follow each chapter making A Little Book on Joy the 
perfect guide for a Bible study or sermon series on the topic of Christian joy.

!"N<=-'<"S:$>'"for “The Great Ninety Days of Joy after Joy: Daily Texts with 
Prayers to Gladden the Heart from Ash Wednesday through Pentecost (or any time),” 
makes this the perfect devotional guide for Lent and Easter, or any time of year.
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Recap from Last Week
Why Lutherans don’t speak about joy

The Lutheran Church needs to rekindle the joy 
that the “old church” had (Sasse)

Joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22), not 
something that we create

God gives us joy in His Son, Jesus.  The tidings 
of His Coming and Forgiveness are the source 
of joy (Luke 2)
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Thanks to Thee, O 
Christ, Victorious

LSB 548

Sing all three stanzas

How does the author use the word joy?
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Luke 15:11-32

Read Luke 15:11-32 to yourself (1 minute or so)

What is the most common name for this 
parable?

Helmut Thielicke called the parable of Luke 
15:11-32, “the parable of the waiting father.”  
After carefully re-reading the parable, note 
how the father’s waiting issues forth in joy.
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studied in Australia, vicared in Texas, and served as pastor in rural  
Iowa and inner city Fort Wayne, Indiana. After co-founding a nationally  
recognized neighborhood renewal project in what was the poorest 
census tract in Indiana, he became the Executive Director of World 
Relief and Human Care for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 
has administered nearly $100 million of charitable giving worldwide. 
He writes, translates, and speaks extensively. He delights in his wife, 
Kathy, and two boys, Matthew and Mark. He is an avid bluegrass banjo 
player and luthier, and finds joy in it all.
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of humor, worship, the sanctity of life, and the wonders of creation.

!   from the joy of the Gospel mission throughout the world, the joy of everyday 
life and of a generous and faithful Lutheranism, to the joys in store for us in  
the life of the world to come.

1%:>-"R:';%$)+;"follow each chapter making A Little Book on Joy the 
perfect guide for a Bible study or sermon series on the topic of Christian joy.

!"N<=-'<"S:$>'"for “The Great Ninety Days of Joy after Joy: Daily Texts with 
Prayers to Gladden the Heart from Ash Wednesday through Pentecost (or any time),” 
makes this the perfect devotional guide for Lent and Easter, or any time of year.
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The Source of Joy
“The cornerstone of the 
Pharisaic religion was ‘joy 
through compliance’”  
Where was the Pharisees’ 
joy located?

How does this differ from 
“If you love me, you will 
keep my 
commandments.” (John 
14:15)?
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Riding the 
snowmobile
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The end of 
the ride

How had the prodigal 
son ended his “joy 

ride” before returning 
to the Father?  See 

Proverbs 1:16!
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The description

Read Isaiah 40:29-31.  How is this 
Old Testament prophecy 
descriptive of the prodigal son?
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Luther
17. He will rejoice over you with gladness. All these things 
signify that their consciences would experience that fatherly 
sweetness of the kingdom of the Lord. The sense is this: “You 
will feel joy. You will feel in your conscience that the Lord is 
kindly disposed toward you, that He surely is a kind Father to 
you in all things.” You see, the Lord is said to rejoice over us 
when He causes us to sense His favor, την αὐτοῦ 
χρηστότητα (“His kindness”). He has expressed the nature of 
the kingdom of Christ very aptly and emphatically. For thus it 
happens for the righteous that He allows them to be attacked, 
to be molested in various ways, and to be troubled by many 
evils, so that they be conformed to their King. Yet He adds that 
feeling of joy, that security of heart, so that all things may 
become sweeter, so that nothing can separate them from the 
love of God, Rom. 8:39.
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!    from the joy of forgiveness and perfect righteousness in Christ, to the joys 
of humor, worship, the sanctity of life, and the wonders of creation.

!   from the joy of the Gospel mission throughout the world, the joy of everyday 
life and of a generous and faithful Lutheranism, to the joys in store for us in  
the life of the world to come.

1%:>-"R:';%$)+;"follow each chapter making A Little Book on Joy the 
perfect guide for a Bible study or sermon series on the topic of Christian joy.

!"N<=-'<"S:$>'"for “The Great Ninety Days of Joy after Joy: Daily Texts with 
Prayers to Gladden the Heart from Ash Wednesday through Pentecost (or any time),” 
makes this the perfect devotional guide for Lent and Easter, or any time of year.
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Luther
17. He will rejoice over you with gladness. All these things 
signify that their consciences would experience that fatherly 
sweetness of the kingdom of the Lord. The sense is this: “You 
will feel joy. You will feel in your conscience that the Lord is 
kindly disposed toward you, that He surely is a kind Father to 
you in all things.” You see, the Lord is said to rejoice over us 
when He causes us to sense His favor, την αὐτοῦ 
χρηστότητα (“His kindness”). He has expressed the nature of 
the kingdom of Christ very aptly and emphatically. For thus it 
happens for the righteous that He allows them to be attacked, 
to be molested in various ways, and to be troubled by many 
evils, so that they be conformed to their King. Yet He adds that 
feeling of joy, that security of heart, so that all things may 
become sweeter, so that nothing can separate them from the 
love of God, Rom. 8:39. Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, 18:361
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The 
“Other” 

Son
•Why does the older 
son reject the father’s 
rejoicing?
•How do we refuse 
our Father’s joy over 
repentance?
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D=;%)<"4=%%C'J".=<<$;)+ was baptized in a small, rural 
parish, raised in a large, suburban church, was a missionary to native 
Canadians in Ontario, served as a graduate assistant at the seminary, 
studied in Australia, vicared in Texas, and served as pastor in rural  
Iowa and inner city Fort Wayne, Indiana. After co-founding a nationally  
recognized neighborhood renewal project in what was the poorest 
census tract in Indiana, he became the Executive Director of World 
Relief and Human Care for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 
has administered nearly $100 million of charitable giving worldwide. 
He writes, translates, and speaks extensively. He delights in his wife, 
Kathy, and two boys, Matthew and Mark. He is an avid bluegrass banjo 
player and luthier, and finds joy in it all.
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Final Thought
“Wherever forgiveness is proclaimed 
there is joy and festive garments...God is 
so completely different from what we 
thought or feared.  News that he has 
sent his Son to us and is inviting us to 
share is an unspeakable joy.”
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Final Thought
“Wherever forgiveness is proclaimed 
there is joy and festive garments...God is 
so completely different from what we 
thought or feared.  News that he has 
sent his Son to us and is inviting us to 
share is an unspeakable joy.”

Helmut Thielicke, The Waiting Father (Harper 1959), 29
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